Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just
as you also are doing." I Thessalonians 5:11 NASB
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Ready or Not, Here He Comes
This is a time of year that I find myself thinking about the return of Jesus. I
believe that He could come any time, but will it be in 2021? It is a terrible idea
to choose a date and proclaim that date. It has been done many times and has
been an embarrassment to Christians who all take the mockery.
However, the Bible says that one day Christ will literally return to the earth
and receive us to Himself (John 14:1-3; 1 Thess. 4:13-18) to vindicate the
church and judge the world. There is certainly nothing wrong with Christians
taking seriously the doctrine of the second coming.
We must exercise discernment when we deal with the teachings about the
imminence of Christ’s return. Yes, it’s correct to believe that He could come at
any moment. Most evangelical Christians are expecting Him to return soon.
While this hope gives the church great comfort and expectation, this
anticipation can easily lead to excessive speculation. When it comes to
interpreting Bible prophecy, one of the more common problems is the tendency
for people to view biblical predictions through the eyes of their own personal
experience. “It seems to me that things cannot continue much longer like this.”
We feel this in America. I wonder how they must feel in places where there is
much persecution.
Can we know when Jesus will come again? Not really. There are many details
that we know about what will happen during the seven-year tribulational time.
In Matthew 24-25, Jesus gives us many indicators. For example, “you will hear
of wars and rumors of wars. … For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in various places.” (Matthew 24:6-7). The problem with these
prophecies in setting dates is that they are things that will follow the rapture.
Jesus also indicates that the Jewish Temple will be built and functional
(Matthew 24:15), but it need not be there until after the rapture.
The rapture does not require more events than we have right now. However, we
do not know the gap between now and the rapture. A constant theme is that we
would always be ready. There are two ways to be ready:
1) Personal holiness. Live in such a way that you are ready to stand before
Jesus.
2) Evangelism. Make sure you have shared your faith so that there are not
people you love left behind.
Continued on the next page

In the meantime, we are admonished to “stand firm” and hold onto the doctrine
of the apostles (2 Thess. 2:15) that God might comfort our hearts and establish
us in every good word and work.

Pastor Blaine Donaldson

GETTING TO KNOW DEACON TOM HILLMAN
Tom is the deacon presiding over “Building and Grounds”. He and wife Lonni
have been married 57+ years and have three children, seven grandchildren and
four “great” grandchildren. They both were born and raised in Longview,
Washington (the dreaded “west side”). He holds degrees in Geology and
Geochemistry from Western Washington and Miami (Ohio) Universities and a
teaching degree from Eastern Washington University.
Early in his career he worked for two mining-exploration companies and later
worked as a City of Bellingham, WA fireman for about 1½ years. The family
moved to Spokane in late 1973 when Tom began work for the U.S. Bureau of
Mines. The agency was closed in 1996 and Tom was hired by Whitworth (1998)
to teach various science courses.
He now works as a very part-time
“distinguished” adjunct professor.
Wife Lonni accepted Jesus as her Savior at about eight years of age while Tom
was 16 when the Holy Spirit prompted him to accept Jesus as Savior during a
Southern Baptist revival. The two met in that small church in Longview and
were married there in 1963. They joined Trinity Baptist Church in 1975 and
have been active in various ministries since that time. They both feel greatly
blessed to have known numerous wonderful people here at Trinity and marvel at
the continuing spirit of love and kindness manifested through the nearly 50
years they have been here.
[Note: The Building and Grounds Team is responsible for maintenance of the
Trinity facility inside and out. The team also oversees capital improvements
such as remodeling the church Downstairs kitchen and restrooms.]

OFFICE HOURS

MEOW GROUPS

Pastor Blaine’s formal office hours are
Monday - Thursday 8:00am – 1:00pm.
He is delighted to meet with you any
time that he is available during or
outside of office hours. Pastor
Blaine’s phone number is 509 7158047.

The MEOW groups have resumed
and we would love to add to each of
our groups, and we would like to
start some more groups. Please let
pastor Blaine know if you would like
to join a group. For the next few
weeks, all MEOW groups are meeting
at the church instead of in local
homes.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
The live-stream link will be available
on Sundays at 10:30am.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkw4
3Ipq7iK0TPdAGXPfSw/live
There is generally about 20 minutes of
prelude music before the service
starts (about 10:10am).

COLLEGE AND CAREER
The College and Career ministry has
resumed in socially distanced inperson meetings. It is wonderful to be
back together. We are seeing some
new people join us, but we are
missing some who have stepped back
due to COVID-19 concerns. We have
several young adults who are joining
us from Fairchild Air Force Base. It
has been a blessing to get to know
them and minister in their lives.

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY
Our next meeting for Women’s Bible
Study will be on Tuesday, January
12th at 9:30am. We are about
halfway through our study of the
Book of Hebrews, and we are really
enjoying the many lessons we are
learning from this interesting book of
the Bible. In order to stay warm, we
are meeting in the Fireside Room,
but we have plenty of room for social
distancing and almost all of our
attendees are wearing masks, so if
you would like to meet with us you
can do so safely. We are planning
on meeting throughout the
remainder of the winter and spring,
so we hope each of you will feel free
to meet with us. Help us get the
New Year started right by joining our
group and growing in the Word of
God!

GLOBAL OUTREACH PARTNER OF THE MONTH
Dan & Eva Anderson
This year 2020 has been a challenging year for us at the Friendship House
ministry center. Our ministry programs were running strong right up to when
the pandemic hit in March. Our neighborhood was one of the hardest hit in
the early months of the COVID crisis with several deaths among the families
that frequent our activities and programs. During the lockdown we spent a
good deal of time planning and preparing for ministry activities when they
started back up. Once the strict stay-at-home orders began to ease we
organized a food drive for all of the families at the Friendship House.
We spent the month of September making changes to the center to make it
safer to operate. By the first week of October classes and programs were
starting back up. To reduce the risk of virus transmission at the center we do
all the protocols: take temperatures, use hand sanitizer, masks, and social
distance, and ventilate and sanitize rooms. We have not had any known virus
transmission at our center among the families that come to our programs.
We continue the baking classes with the North African ladies. These baking
days have been a great way to renew relationships. Changes to the kitchen and
purchasing more equipment so there is no sharing makes this possible.
Another activity is the weekly ladies Bible studies. Those that do not want to
meet in person are sent audio Bible devotionals twice a month.
In March we had to move our services of the Church plant at Friendship House
and Bible studies to Zoom. While we have not been able to hold services in
person, the church group has grown closer together during the pandemic, and
we believe that it will be stronger at the end of this crisis. We don't yet know
when in-person services will start up again, or even if we will be able to keep
the Friendship House open in January, but regardless of the challenges ahead,
we are confident that the Lord will see us through and continue to build his
church.
We are very grateful for your ongoing prayers and support, and we look forward
to being able to visit you in Spokane sometime during 2021.

ANN MASON’S TIPS
Yesterday you no doubt folded up
your 2020 calendar and opened the
new page of your pristine 2021
calendar. But in all probability, it will
lose its pristine look shortly with
reminders of birthdays, appointments,
and a variety of other important
data. In early January, I transfer
carryover information to the new
calendar—that includes birthdays and
anniversaries of family. As another
reminder, I underscore the name of
the birthday person and circle the
names of the anniversary couple.
Hopefully, that catches my eye soon
enough to get the proper greeting to
them on time...if you have trouble
remembering in time, maybe those
suggestions will help.
Before you put away all your
Christmas decorations this week, do a
bit of decluttering. Try to find four
items you can part with. These could
either be Christmas items or your
everyday decor. Just say, ‘purpose
served.’ And, also think of the joy it
will bring to someone who finds your
‘treasure’ in a thrift store. 😁
Have you been working jigsaw puzzles
during the pandemic? It’s amazing
how engrossed you can get looking for
just the right piece. We recently took
several we had finished to a senior

ANN MASON’S TIPS
(continued)
center and the lady in charge was
thrilled to get them. She referred to
them as a ‘hot item’ she can’t keep
on the shelves. If you have some
puzzles you have finished, you might
think of trading with a friend or
donating to an organization. See,
you can declutter without even
thinking about it 😳. I can’t help but
wonder if puzzles and books were
the top two Christmas gifts!
I hope you have a wonderful
January...and remember the days
are getting longer. PTL!

THANK YOU
“On behalf of the staff of Trinity
Baptist Church, we would all like to
say a huge thank you to the
congregation for the staff gift. We are
overwhelmed by your generosity. It is
truly a pleasure to serve here and
your kindness and generosity is
received as a special blessing from
the Lord. Thank you!”

We want to thank the ladies who
came in to decorate the church for
Christmas.
Peggy Miller, Dorothy Cole, Peggy
Cowin, Sheila Barley and Pam
Continued on the next column Beasley

PRAYER REMINDERS

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

God hears and He answers prayer
Cast on Jesus your every care
Hasten to take Him your problems
For God answers prayer.
Our active prayer chain has certainly been
blessed with many answered
prayers. Praying for each other, our
families and friends, is God's way of
connecting and caring for His
children. Please call Marlene Hollman at
328-7414, or e-mail her
at mkfh4239@gmail.com with your
requests and praises. There is also a
phone prayer chain for those without email.
Many needs and praises have been sent
to the Prayer Chain this month. Please
continue to lift these up in prayer.
Kinzley Clark - Cancer testing
Rich Lathrop - Recovery and rehab for a
broken hip
Charles Phill - Recovery from incorrect
potassium levels
Denby - Friend Rich Murray fighting
COVID-19
Ava - Continued good response to therapy
Jean Shull - Upcoming surgery for skin
cancer, and recovery from cyst removal
Darlene LaFollette - Grandson Aaron on
Hospice care
Keith Clark and family - Praise for negative
COVID tests
Ellen Collyer family - Passing of Ellen
Treva Ratliff - Treatment for voice issues
Kathy Johnson - Adjusting to
chemotherapy for cancer

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
04
05
05
06
08
10
10
15
23
28
28

Tony Donaldson
Dan Langan
Nancy Langan
Christine Wagner
Madali Leppert
Dee Hibbler
Everett Murrish
Treva Ratliff
Carol Holzer
Marlene Hollman
Kirsten Larson

Psalm 139:14
I will give thanks to You, for
I am fearfully and
wonderfully made;
Wonderful are Your works,
and my soul knows it very
well.”
“Like” us on FACEBOOK!
Trinity invites you to “like” us on
Facebook! We promise our postings
will keep you updated and uplifted,
with video clips, Bible verses, weekly
schedules and information!

“A New Year With The Lord”
A New Year is about to unfold
With new opportunities to explore
Doors will open for new experiences
Remember not the former things,
The things of this past year,
The Lord will do new things in us,
Much more than we are aware
For He will make a way for us
As we put our trust in Him
And He will guide our every step
By His presence we have within
What God has placed within our hearts,
We find we'll be able to do
If we look for the opportunities
We'll see the door to go through
We mustn't let anything hold us back
But rise up and take our place
And be all that God wants us to be
With a fresh touch of His Grace
by M.S. Lowndes

